RESCUE                 863
When everything was ready to lower away I thought "What a fine chance to get a snapshot/' , and so I took my camera, which was tied up in an oilskin coat, and snapshotted the Trent following us.
While in the car I noticed upon the canvas over two of the hammocks two interesting inscriptions. One was "Percy S. Bullen, London Daily Telegraph" and the other "Isaac Russell, New York Times" "First-class cabins reserved" was the inscription beneath the names. I recalled that they had been written there at the time when it was proposed to make a trial trip from Atlantic City, and the "first-class cabins" had been duly allotted by Mr. Wellman.
I cut the sections of the canvas from the ship with my clasp knife and will hand them to Messrs. Bullen and Russell as soon as I see them. They are the only relics of the ship to be taken away by the crew apart from the lifeboat and its contents. Meanwhile the cat has been taken to the lifeboat and is put in the after chamber and screwed down.
All being ready, Mr. Vaniman opens the gas valve and we begin to descend toward the sea. We came down in a series of gentle glides. I asked Louie Loud to attend to the after releasing gear of the lifeboat while I took the forward. It is a rather ticklish job, but I